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Disclaimer: The findings contained in this study are preliminary and are meant to provide a snapshot of the integration 
of migrant beneficiaries of IOM CBI programming in Brazil. To understand more about the IOM/IPL Migrant Integration 
Index, please access the following related documents:

The IPL Integration Index Website 
Multidimensional measure of immigrant integration 
Supplementary Information for Multidimensional Measure of Immigrant Integration

https://www.integrationindex.org/
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/115/45/11483.full.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/suppl/2018/10/18/1808793115.DCSupplemental/pnas.1808793115.sapp.pdf
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1. INTRODUCTION

Regional migration in the Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) region has increased 
significantly in the past decade. The new trends of migration are characterized by 
mixed migration flows for political, economic, humanitarian, and environmental 
reasons, and little is known about migrants’ broader integration experience and 
their perspectives of arrival and settlement in different facets of community life. 

Brazil is one of the LAC countries affected by these movements. Nationals from 
Haiti and Venezuela constitute the recent largest migration flows to Brazil. By 
December 2021, Brazil hosted about 300,000 Venezuelan migrants and refugees. 
When it comes to Haitians residing in Brazil, the most recent estimate ranges 
from 150,000 to 200,000.

Against these trends and the lack of comparative data and empirical tools to 
examine integration of migrants, the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) and the Immigration Policy Lab (IPL) at ETH Zurich have adapted the 
original IPL Immigration Integration Index, a comprehensive and multi-dimensional 
measurement tool, to the Latin American and Caribbean context. The “IOM / IPL 
Migrant Integration Index” captures migrant integration and was tested in Brazil, 
the Dominican Republic, and Peru among IOM’s migrant beneficiaries.

INTEGRATION IS DEFINED HERE AS THE DEGREE TO WHICH MIGRANTS 
HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE AND CAPACITY TO BUILD A SUCCESSFUL, 
FULFILLING LIFE IN THE HOST SOCIETY. THIS DEFINITION RECOGNIZES 
THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWLEDGE AND CAPACITY.

https://brazil.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl1496/files/documents/informe-migracao-venezuelana-jan2017-dez2021.pdf
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2. DESCRIPTION OF THE IOM/IPL 

 MIGRANT INTEGRATION INDEX 

The IOM / IPL Migrant Integration Index is a survey-based measure of migrant integration. As the tool is an index, all 
survey questions have clear directionality and dedicated scores such that higher values obtained by respondents signal 
higher integration. It was designed to be adaptable to different national and local contexts. Given the focus on integration, 
as opposed to assimilation, the Index does not presuppose that migrants shed cultural repertoires of their home country.

Integration is defined here as the degree to which migrants have the knowledge and capacity to build a successful, 
fulfilling life in the host society. This definition recognizes the importance of knowledge and capacity. Knowledge 
entails aspects such as fluency in the national language and ability to navigate the host country’s labour market and 
social institutions. Capacity refers to the mental, social, and economic resources migrants have to invest in their futures. 

The Index measures the multi-dimensional capacities and knowledge of migrants to settle in their new environment, 
considering the following six integra tion dimensions: 

INTEGRATION DIMENSIONS

Captures 
respondents’ 
feeling of 
connection 
with host 
country, 
their wish to 
continue living 
there, and 
their sense of 
belonging. 

Captures 
respondents’ 
assessment of 
their ability to 
read, speak, 
write, and 
understand 
the dominant 
language of 
their host 
country or 
region.

Captures 
social ties and 
interactions 
with the local 
community in the 
host country, as 
well as bridging 
social capital as 
evidenced by 
participation in 
organizations with 
local organizations.

Captures 
income, 
employment, 
satisfaction, with 
employment 
situation, and the 
ability to meet 
different levels 
of unexpected 
expenses.

Captures 
understanding 
of the important 
political issues 
facing the host 
country and the 
degree to which 
respondents 
engage in 
discussion 
and political 
knowledge.

Captures the 
ability to manage 
basic needs 
in the host 
country, such as 
seeing a doctor, 
addressing legal 
problems, and 
searching for 
jobs.

PSYCHOLOGICAL LINGUISTIC SOCIAL ECONOMIC POLITICAL NAVIGATIONAL

Each dimension is captured by a set of 2 to 4 questions, which may include some sub questions. The score of each 
question is computed between 1 and 5 points. The measure is then rescaled to range from 0 to 1 such that the higher 
the score, the higher the integration. The overall score is then obtained by calculating the mean of each dimension’s 
integration score. To know more about the index and how to calculate the scores, access the Supplementary Information 
for Multidimensional Measure of Immigrant Integration.

https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/115/45/11483.full.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/115/45/11483.full.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/115/45/11483.full.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/suppl/2018/10/18/1808793115.DCSupplemental/pnas.1808793115.sapp.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/suppl/2018/10/18/1808793115.DCSupplemental/pnas.1808793115.sapp.pdf
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3. APPLICATION OF THE IOM/IPL 

 MIGRANT INTEGRATION INDEX IN BRAZIL 

To test the validity and effectiveness of the measurement tool in the LAC context, a two-step pilot testing activity was 
implemented in Brazil, the Dominican Republic, and Peru. Specifically in Brazil, after this two-step validation process, 
a one-off population-based survey was conducted with Venezuelan and Haitian nationals, totaling a sample size of 901 
respondents.

IOM Brazil applied the Migrant Integration Index with beneficiaries of its Cash-Based Intervention (CBI) programming, 
which provided support for the most vulnerable migrants and refugees in Brazil during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. 

The data collection took four weeks to be successfully completed. Subsequently, the data analysis, interpretation, and 
reporting were carried out by IPL. The data presented in this study brief is a snapshot of the most relevant research 
findings.

By means of drawing a random sample of the sampling frame, the study aims to get representative data from the 
Venezuelan and Haitian beneficiaries of IOM CBI programming in Brazil. Hence, no conclusions can be drawn for other 
nationalities supported by the project or the whole population of vulnerable migrants in Brazil. 

RESPONDENTS901 
PROFILE  
OF SURVEY PARTICIPANTS

VULNERABILITIES 
OF SURVEY PARTICIPANTS

80%
Women

20%
Men

AVERAGE AGE IS 35 YEARS

Almost 84% of the respondents’ 
household income is up to BRL 2,000

Almost 50% of the respondents 
are unemployed

Almost 1/3 are single parents

Almost 2/3 of households
have 3 to 5 members

Almost 20% of households have
one person with chronic illness

Almost 30% are at
risk of eviction

74% of Venezuelans
3% have been in Brazil for
      5 years or more

26% of Haitians
39% have been in Brazil for
         5 years or more
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4. KEY FINDINGS

The following findings present an overview of the integration of Venezuelan and Haitian beneficiaries of IOM CBI 
programming in Brazil. The results presented below provide a breakdown of this score according to the respondents’ 
demographic characteristics as well as to the six dimensions of the tool.

Considering that questions were not mandatory, and respondents could skip questions, there are no significant observations 
for certain variables. For statistical significance, every group category (for e.g., unemployed Haitian men), unless explicitly 
mentioned, has at least 30 responses. Therefore, categories with less than 30 responses were not considered for analysis. 

 
The scores follow a normal distribution from 0 to 1: the higher the score, the higher the integration.
MIGRANT INTEGRATION INDEX

MIGRANT INTEGRATION INDEX  
DISTRIBUTION PER NATIONALITY

The Migrant Integration Index Distribution in Brazil shows that, within the IOM CBI programming, Venezuelans tend to be 
more integrated than Haitians. While the overall integration score for Venezuelans is 0.54, it is 0.39 for Haitians.

Venezuelans Haitians
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INTEGRATION SCORE

While women within the same nationality have lower integration scores than men, Venezuelan women score higher than 
Haitian men. Haitian women, on the other hand, are the ones with the lowest integration scores.

INTEGRATION SCORES PER  
NATIONALITY AND GENDER 

VENEZUELANS HAITIANS

0.61
0.52

0.48
0.37

0%
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20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

0.00-0.09 0.10-0.19 0.20-0.29 0.30-0.39 0.40-0.49 0.50-0.59 0.60-0.69 0.70-0.79 0.80-0.89 0.90-1.00
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For both nationalities, those who have higher income also have higher integration scores. However, when comparing 
both nationalities, Venezuelans at the lowest income category still have higher integration scores than Haitians with high 
income. For more information on how the income ranges are calculated, please access the Supplementary Information 
for Multidimensional Measure of Immigrant Integration.

Irrespective of gender, the results indicate that the longer migrants are in the country, the higher their integration scores 
are. However, when comparing both nationalities, Venezuelans who have been in Brazil between 1 and 2 years have higher 
integration scores than Haitians who have been in Brazil for more than 5 years. 

Lower integration scores are seen among those who are unemployed as opposed to those who are employed, irrespective 
of gender. When comparing nationalities, however, unemployed Venezuelans have higher integration scores than employed 
Haitians. In both cases, the high prevalence of unemployment among women and Haitian respondents – 57 per cent and 
67, respectively – may be a contributing factor resulting in even lower integration scores for those specific groups.

INTEGRATION SCORES PER  
LENGTH OF STAY AND NATIONALITY

INTEGRATION SCORES PER  
EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND GENDER

INTEGRATION SCORES PER  
EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND NATIONALITY

0.58
0.51

0.54
0.44

Employed Unemployed

0.42
0.38
0.36

0.62
0.55
0.53

VENEZUELANS HAITIANS

INTEGRATION SCORES PER  
INCOME AND NATIONALITY    

0.60
0.59

0.53
0.51

0.43
0.40

0.36

*THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH RESPONSES FOR HAITIANS WITH INCOME HIGHER THAN BRL 1,334. 

**CATEGORY ‘BRL 1,334 TO 1,777’ FOR VENEZUELANS CONSISTS OF ONLY 24 RESPONSES.

VENEZUELANS HAITIANS

Employed Unemployed

0.58
0.49

VENEZUELANS 

0.44
0.37

HAITIANS

https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/suppl/2018/10/18/1808793115.DCSupplemental/pnas.1808793115.sapp.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/content/pnas/suppl/2018/10/18/1808793115.DCSupplemental/pnas.1808793115.sapp.pdf
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Women have lower integration scores than men within the same income category. For women, the scores indicate that 
income is positively correlated with integration, while for men, it does not have a statistically significant impact on integration 
for the observed income categories. 

In general, educational attainment has a positive correlation with integration. In other words, the higher the level of education, 
the higher the integration score, which is clearly illustrated for Venezuelans.

INTEGRATION SCORES PER  
INCOME AND GENDER

INTEGRATION SCORES PER  
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT AND NATIONALITY

0.57
0.55
0.56

0.53
0.49

0.44

0.62
0.55
0.52
0.51

0.39
0.38

INTEGRATION SCORES PER  
EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND NATIONALITY

For both men and women, educational attainment also has a positive correlation with integration. When comparing both 
genders, women with higher educational attainment show the same integration score as men with lower educational attainment. 

Although both income and education have a positive correlation with integration, educational attainment tends to be more 
significant. This is evidenced when the Spearman’s correlation coefficient, which measures the strength and direction of 
association between two ranked variables, is 0.39 for education and integration and 0.24 for income and integration – a 
value closer to 1 indicates a stronger positive correlation.

INTEGRATION SCORES PER  
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT AND GENDER

0.59
0.53

0.53
0.44
0.43

*THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH OBSERVATIONS FOR HAITIANS WITH TECHNICAL SCHOOL/BACHELOR’S AND ABOVE TO DRAW CONCLUSIONS. 

*THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH OBSERVATIONS FOR MEN WITH PRIMARY SCHOOL TO DRAW CONCLUSIONS. 

VENEZUELANS HAITIANS
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5. RESULTS PER DIMENSIONS

Beyond the aggregate integration score, one advantage of the IPL Integration Index is that it also allows researchers to 
focus on any specific dimension of integration as well as the interlinkages among them.

Among the IOM CBI programming, Venezuelans do have statistically significant higher integration scores than Haitians, 
mainly in social, linguistic, and political dimensions. Men also have higher integration scores than women, particularly 
in economic, social, and political dimensions. There are no statistically significant differences in navigational dimension 
scores between the groups.

The second highest value, with an overall score of 0.65, is observed in the linguistic dimension, 
which captures respondents’ communication skills in Portuguese*. When accounting for 
nationality** and gender, Venezuelans have a significantly higher linguistic integration score 
than Haitians, and men have a higher score than women. Furthermore, the linguistic dimension 
has a positive correlation with the social dimension (the closest of all dimensions), so that when 
linguistic integration scores increase, so do social integration scores, and vice versa.

LINGUISTIC DIMENSION

0.71
0.52

0.72
0.64

*THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF BRAZIL IS PORTUGUESE.  

**THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF VENEZUELA IS SPANISH. THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF HAITI ARE HAITIAN CREOLE AND FRENCH.

VENEZUELANS 

The overall score for the psychological dimension is 0.66, the highest value among all six 
dimensions. This indicates respondents have a strong connection to Brazil. When considering 
nationality and gender of respondents, Venezuelans have a higher score than Haitians, while 
men have a slightly higher score than women.

PSYCHOLOGICAL DIMENSION

0.67
0.65

0.68
0.58

VENEZUELANS 

HAITIANS

HAITIANS
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SOCIAL DIMENSION

0.64
0.52

The overall score for the social dimension is 0.53. The data gathered indicate the most 
important differences in the respondents’ social integration score based on their nationality. 
Among IOM CBI beneficiaries in Brazil, Haitians have lower social integration scores than 
Venezuelans, even when they have been in the country for longer, as discussed above. 
Women also show lower social integration scores than men, but the difference by gender 
is not as large as by nationality. 

A possible factor contributing to this result could be the differences among respondents 
who are employed/in school and those who are not in education, employment, or training 
(NEET). Those who are employed/in school have a higher social integration score than 
those who are not. Also, the number of respondents who reported being unemployed 
was substantially higher among women (57%) and Haitians (67%) compared to men and 
Venezuelans, respectively. Another relevant element among Haitians within the social 
dimension is the language barrier, as discussed above.

0.61
0.37

VENEZUELANS 

HAITIANS

The overall score for the economic dimension is 0.36. The economic dimension is responsible 
for the greatest integration gap in terms of gender. It also shows an important gap in terms 
of nationality, even if lower than for the social dimension. 

Again, the divide between respondents who are employed/in school and those who are 
not in education, employment or training may play a role in these results, as the former 
show higher economic integration score (0.50) than the latter (0.20). It could also be a 
contributing factor for the lower overall integration scores among women and Haitians. 
In general terms, this can be seen as strong evidence of the importance of the economic 
dimension to the integration score.

ECONOMIC DIMENSION

0.39
0.26

0.46
0.32

VENEZUELANS 

HAITIANS
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The results show that a significant number of respondents skipped the political questions, 
which may indicate a certain level of discomfort regarding this dimension. The overall 
political integration score is 0.29. In terms of gender, this dimension has the second greatest 
integration gap, as men present a higher political integration score than women. In terms 
of nationality, Venezuelans show a substantially higher score than Haitians.

POLITICAL DIMENSION

0.39
0.27

The results indicate that the navigational dimension presents an average integration score of 
0.50 for the whole sample. There is no significant difference in terms of gender or nationality: 
Haitians and Venezuelans as well as women and men seem to have approximately the same 
knowledge and capacity resources to access relevant assistance and services in the country. 

NAVIGATIONAL DIMENSION

0.54
0.50

0.35
0.14

VENEZUELANS 

HAITIANS

0.51
0.49

VENEZUELANS 

HAITIANS
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• Venezuelan respondents have higher integration scores than Haitians, which 
may indicate they have higher integration capacity and knowledge.

• For both nationalities, men have higher integration scores than women. 
However, Venezuelan women have higher integration scores than Haitian men.

• Even when unemployed, Venezuelans still have higher integration scores than 
employed Haitians.

• Length of stay, employment, income, and education are important variables 
for respondents’ integration scores. 

• Educational attainment has a stronger correlation with high integration scores 
than income.

• Social and political dimensions of integration are crucial and tend to be the 
biggest contributors to the disparities in integration scores among respondents 
in terms of nationality and gender. 

• To a lesser extent, economic and linguistic dimensions also make an important 
difference. 

• There are no major differences in psychological and navigational integration scores 
in terms of gender or nationality. Although the scores do not seem to indicate 
strong or low integration within the navigational dimension, the scores for the 
psychological dimension are high, indicating a relevant connection to Brazil.

6. CONCLUSIONS
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The IOM/IPL Migrant Integration Index can help to understand where integration 
gaps and barriers exist, to better map and target migrants, and to tailor 
programming, policies, and interventions on their integration. 

Some considerations from the study’s findings are the following:

• The Index can be used for monitoring the degree to which migrants have 
the knowledge and capacity to build a successful and fulfilling life in the host 
community, and the findings can help actors better design interventions in 
ways that are supportive of migrants’ integration.

• While all respondents of this study are in vulnerable situations, Venezuelans 
show higher integration scores than Haitians, specifically with regards to 
psychological, linguistic, and social dimensions. This indicates that, despite 
their conditions of vulnerability, Venezuelans have a higher set of knowledge 
and capacity than Haitians.

• The lower scores of Haitians compared to Venezuelan respondents across 
a range of different dimensions suggest the need for a holistic approach to 
integration, recognizing that multiple factors influence integration in Brazil. 

• The gender gap in terms of integration reinforces that gender needs to be 
included in research, humanitarian needs assessments and design of sustainable 
integration interventions. 

• The findings confirm that employment and income play an important role 
in integration but also suggest that educational attainment is even more 
important in explaining higher integration scores for this group of vulnerable 
beneficiaries. 

• Integration programmes should focus not only on employment and income-
related support but also facilitate access to education or skills development 
opportunities. In this sense, the systematization of Pre-Departure and Post-
Arrival Orientation programmes, for instance, such as cultural orientation, 
language courses or other social cohesion activities could contribute to a 
better integration of migrants in terms of social, linguistic, navigational, and 
even political dimensions.  

5. KEY CONSIDERATIONS
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This project is funded by the IOM Development Fund and is implemented within the framework of the 
IOM Joint Global Initiative on Diversity, Inclusion and Social Cohesion.    

For more information, please download the IOM/IPL Migrant Integration Index Infosheet or visit our 
SharePoint (internal).

Stanford | ETH Zurich

OIMBrasil

 

www.brazil.iom.int 

iombrazil@iom.int

5. KEY CONSIDERATIONS

https://developmentfund.iom.int/
https://www.iom.int/iom-diversity-inclusion-and-social-cohesion-disc-initiative
https://iomint-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/acedelacruz_iom_int/EThqyCIg2hBGhMg6cxd7g7wBkzTreccppcbclldu8Bel6g?e=Gr4Kop

