
SUPPORT TO THE HUMANITARIAN
RECEPTION OF NATIONALS OF AFGHANISTAN

Brazil - October 2021 to July 2022

From October 2021 to July 2022, IOM supported the movements into Brazil of 188 people from Afghanistan granted with 
humanitarian visas. They were assisted by partner organizations or were reunited with their families in Brazil.  

IOM supports the protection of these Afghan nationals through the provision of orderly, safe and humane movements, 
including pre-migration health activities, RT-PCR or antigen COVID-19 tests, vaccination, if needed, and assistance with 
transport and migratory procedures, including medical or operational sta� escorts, according to the particular needs of 
each case, in addition to departure, transit and arrival assistance. To conduct this operation, IOM works in close 
collaboration with federal, health and airport authorities. 

ASSISTANCE WITH ORDERLY, SAFE AND HUMANE MOVEMENTS

After the publication of the Ordinance establishing a 
humanitarian visa and residence permit for Afghan citizens in 
September 2021, IOM, the UN Migration Agency, in 
collaboration with the Government of Brazil, started to 
support civil society organizations that work with the reception 
and integration of Afghan nationals in Brazil in two ways:

• Assistance with orderly, safe and humane movements;

• Strengthening the capacities of key actors involved in 
reception and integration.

On 03 September 2021, the Brazilian 
government, through the Ministry of Foreign 
A�airs and the Ministry of Justice and Public 
Security, enacted Interministerial Ordinance 
No. 24, establishing visas and residence permits 
for humanitarian reception purposes.

The visa can be requested by Afghan 
nationals, stateless persons or others 
a�ected by grave or imminent institutional 
instability, as well as grave violations of 
human rights or the international 
humanitarian law in Afghanistan. After 
entering the country with the humanitarian 
visa, bene�ciaries can request a residence 
permit or can apply for asylum. In both cases, 
the bene�ciaries will have the right to work 
and access Brazilian public services, including 
healthcare, education, and social assistance.
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SEX AND AGE TRAVEL CONTEXT MODALITY 

1st. Jundiaí (SP)
2nd. Uberlândia (MG)
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In partnership with the Ministry of Justice and Public Security, IOM 
developed activities and materials to strengthen local networks that 
assist the reception and integration of refugee and migrant people 
from all nationalities and, in particular, from Afghanistan.

In 2021, IOM carried out a mapping of civil society organizations 
working with mental health and psychosocial support for refugees and 
migrants. Capacity building initiatives were conducted with the stakeholders 
identi�ed to strengthen their capacities and broaden their activities in 
mental health and psychosocial support for migrants and refugees.

IOM also promoted a workshop on awareness raising and 
capacity building in intercultural communication. Aimed at 
preparing host communities in the best way possible, the Intercultural 
Communication workshop o�ers tools for collaborators to be ready 
to support this target group in a quali�ed way, taking into account 
linguistic and cultural barriers, individual vulnerability factors, and 
di�culties they face when arriving in Brazil.

STRENGTHENING CAPACITIES IN RECEPTION AND INTEGRATION

RECEPTION BY PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

HUMAN RIGHTS GUIDE FOR
AFGHAN NATIONALS IN BRAZIL

IOM actions in support of Afghan people are part 
of the CRISP - Sustainable Ressetlement & 
Complementary Pathways Initiative -, funded by 
the governements of Portugal and the United 
States of America. Co-led by IOM, the UN 
Migration Agency, and UNHCR, the UN Refugee 
Agency, the CRISP is an initiative created to 
support States and other key actors in establishing, 
expanding and renovating ressetlement 
programmes and complementary pathways for the 
admission of refugees. This is made possible by the 
promotion of speci�c capacity-building activities, 
strategically managed and coordinated in 
parternship with relevant stakeholders at the local, 
national, regional and global levels.
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Targeting both the recently-arrived Afghans and those 
who are yet to come to Brazil, IOM, in partnership with 
the Ministry of Women, Family and Human Rights, 
prepared a publication with tailored orientations that 
facilitate the adaptation and integration process of 
migrants. To do so, IOM interviewed people from 
Afghanistan who had already arrived in Brazil and sought 
to understand their main questions about services, as well 
as their rights and duties in the country. The Guide has a 
Portuguese version, and a bilingual version, in Portuguese 
and Farsi, will be also published.

After arriving in Brazil with IOM support, Afghan bene�ciaries receive assistance from key partner organizations: Missão em 
Apoio à Igreja Sofredora (MAIS) and the Brazil-Afghanistan Coalition - a congregation of several organizations , being Panahgah 
IOM's main partner.

The institutions are responsible for ensuring Afghans are supported with reception, protection and integration for at least 
12 months.

Portuguese lessons are part of the integration activities o�ered to Afghan 
bene�ciaries by Panahgah (Jundiaí, SP). Photo: Juliana Hack/IOM

MAIS employees and volunteers (Colombo, PR) received training in 
Intercultural Communication, in May 2022. Photo: IOM Archive

Khatera Mohmand, Afghan woman who arrived in Brazil in April 2022, already works as 
Operational Assistant for the Settlement Division at Panahgah. Photo: Juliana Hack/IOM


